GRAMMAR OF THE 


T do is fometimes ufed fuperfluoufly, as, / do love , I 
did love ; {imply for I love ^ or I loved ; but this is confi- 
dered as a vitious mode of fpeech. 

It is lbmetimes ufed emphatically •, as, 

I do love thee , and when I love thee not , 

Chaos is come again. Shakefpeare. 

It is frequently joined with a negative ; as, I like her , 
but I do not love her ; I wifioed him fuccefs , but did not 
help him. 

The Imperative prohibitory is feldom applied in the 
fecond perfon, at leaft in profe, without the word do ; 
as, Stop him , but do not hurt him ; Praife beauty , but do 
not dote on it. 

Its chief ufe is in interrogative forms of fpeech, in 
which it is ufed through all the perfons ; as, Do I live ? 
Doft thou Jirike me ? Do they rebel ? Did I complain? 
Didft thou love her ? Did fhe die ? So likewife in nega- 
tive interrogations ; Do I not yet grieve ? Did floe not die? 

Do is thus ufed only in the fimple tenfes. 

T. here is another manner of conjugating neuter verbs, 
which, when it is ufed, may not improperly denominate 
them neuter paffives , as they are infledled according to 
the paffive form by the help of the verb fuftantive to be. 
They anfwer nearly to the reciprocal verbs in French ; 
as, 

I am rifen, furrexi, Latin ; Je me fuis Jeve, French . 

I was walked out , exieram ; Je m’etois promene. 


In like manner we commonly exprefs the prefent tenfc ; as, I am 
going, eo. I am grieving, doleo. She is dying, ilia moritur. The 
tempeft is raging, furit piocella. I am purfuing an enemy, hojlem 
infequor. So the other tenfes, as, We were walking, irvy^ofuv 
TCigiTra'iiCiet, 1 have been walking, I had been walking, 1 fhall or will 
be walking. 

There is another manner of ufing the active participle, which 
gives it a pallive figmfication ; as, The grammar is now printing, 
grammatica jam nunc chartis imprimiiur. The brafs is forging, ara 
exeuduntur. 1 his is, in my opinion, a vitious expreffion, pro- 
bably corrupted from a phrafe more pure, but now fomewhat obfo- 
lete : The book is a printing. The brajs is a forging ; a being properly 
at, and printing and forging verbal nouns fignifying adtion, according 
to the analogy of this language. 

1 he indicative and conjunctive moods are by modern writers fre- 
quently confounded, or rather the conjunctive is wholly neglected, 
when fome convenience of verification does not invite its revival. It 
is ufed among the purer writers after f, though , ere, before , whether, 
except, unlefs , twbatfoevp-, whomjocver , and words of wifhing ; as* 
Doubt lefs thou art our father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and 
Ifrael acknowledge us not. 

Of Irregular Verbs. 

The Englifh verbs were divided by Ben Johnfon into 
four conjugations, without any reafon arifing from the 
nature of the language, which has properly blit one 
conjugation, fuch as has been exemplified; from which 
all deviations are to be confidered as anomalies, which 
are indeed in our monofyllable Saxon verbs and the 
verbs derived from them very frequent ; but almoft all 
the verbs which have been adopted from other languages, 
follow the regular form. 

Our verbs are obferved by Dr. Wallis to be irregular only in the 
formation of the preterite, and its participle. Indeed, in the fcanti- 
nefs of our conjugations, there is fcarcely any other place for irre- 
gularity. 

The firft irregularity, is a flight deviation from 
the regular form, by rapid utterance or poetical con- 
traction : the laft fyllable ed is often joined with the 
former by fuppreffion of e ; as, lov'd lor loved', after 
r, ch, Jlo, /, k, x, and after the confonants^ th , when 
more flrongly pronounced, and fometimes after m, n, 
r, if preceded by a ffiort vowel, t is ufed in pronun- 
ciation, but very feldom in writing, rather than d ; as 
plac'd, Jnatch't, fifth* t, wak't , dwePt, fmel't ; for plac'd 
f natch'd, fifth' d, wak'd , dwel'd, fmel'd ; or placed, {notched, 
fifhed, waked, dwelled , fmelled. 

Thofe words which terminate in / or ll, or p, make 
their preterite in t, even in folemn language ; as crept, 
felt, dwelt ; fometimes after x 9 ed is changed into t • 
as, vext : this is not conftant. 

A long vowel is oiten changed into a ffiort one ; thus, 
kept, Jlept , wept, crept , fwept ; from the verbs, to keep, 
to Jleep, to weep, to creep , to fweep. 

Where d or / go before, the additional letter d or /, 
in this contracted ioim, coalefce into one letter with the 
radical d or / : if t were the radical, they coalefce into t ; 


but if d were the radical, then into d or t, as the one or 
the other letter may be more eafily pronounced : as 
read, led, Jpread, fhed, fhred, bid , hid, chid, fed, bled , bred 
fped, ftrid , rid ; from the verbs, to read, to lead, to 
. Jpread , to fhed, to (bread, to bid, to hide, to chide, to feed 
to bleed , to breed, to fpeed, to ftride, to fide, to ride. 
And thus, caft , hurt, cofi, burft, eat, beat, fweat, fit 
quit, fimit, writ, bit , hit , met, Jhot ; from the verbs, to 
cafi , to hurt, to cofi , to burft, to eat , to beat, to fweat 
to fit, to quit, to fmite, to write, to bite, to hit, to meet 
to fijoot. And in like manner, lent, fent, rent , girt • 
from the verbs, to lend, to fend, to rend, to gird. 

The participle preterite or paffive is often formed in 
en, inftead of ed ; as been, taken, given, filain, known 
from the verbs to be, to take, to give , to flay, to know. 

Many words have two or more participles, as not 
only written , bitten, eaten, beaten , hidden , chidden , fat- 
ten, cbofen , broken ; but likewife writ, bit, eat, beat, 
hid, chid , Jhot , chofe , broke , are promifeuoufly ufed in 
the participle, from the verbs to write, to bite, to eat, 
to beat, to hide, to chide, to fiooot, to chocfe , to break , 
and many fuch like. 

In the fame manner fown, fioewn , hewn, mown , 
loader , laden, as well as fow'd, fhew'd , hew'd, mow'd, 
loaded, laded, from the verbs to fow , to fbew, to hew 
to mow, to load, or lade. 

m Concerning thefe double participles it is difficult to 
give any rule ; but he fhall feldom err who remembers, 
that when a verb has a participle diftindt from its pre- 
terite, as write, wrote, written, that diftind participle 
is more proper and elegant, as The book is written, is 
better than The book is wfote, though wrote may be ufed 
in poetry. 

There are other anomalies in the preterite. 

1. Win, fpin, begin, fwim, ftrike, (lick, fing, fling, flings 
ring, wring, fpting, {wing , , drink , fink, /brink, ftink, 
come, run, find , bind , grind , wind, both in the pre- 
terite imperfect and participle paffive, give won , fpun, 
begun, Jwum, ftruck, fiuck, fung, flung , flung, rung, 
Wiimg, fprung , fwung, drunk , funk, Jhrunk, hung, come , 
run, found, bound , ground , wound. And molt of them 
are alio formed in the preterite by a, as began, rang, 
f an gg fPf an g-> drank, came , ran , and fome others ; but 
molt of thefe are now obfolete. Some in the participle 

paffive likewife take en, as flricken , ftrucken, drunken, 
bounden. 

2 . Fght, teach , reach , feek, befeech, catch , buy, bring, 
think work, make fought, taught, r aught, fought, be- 
J ought, caught , bought, brought , thought, wrought. 

But a great many of thefe retain likewife the regular 
form, as te ached, reached, befeeched, catched, worked. 

r for fake, wake, awake , ft and, break, 

Jpeak, bear , Jhear, faiear, tear, weave, cleave , ftrive, 
thrive, drive, Jhine, rife, arife, finite, write, bide, abide, 
ride chocfe, chufe, tread, get, beget, forget, feethe, make 
in ot i pietente and participle took, forfook, woke. 
Joed, bo eke, fpoke , bore, Jhore, [wore, tore, 
wore, wove, clove, Jlrove, throve, drove, {bone, rofe, 
f' °J e > fifote, wrote, bode, abode, rode, chofe, trade, got, 
begot, forgot, fod. But we fay likewife, thrive, rife, 
fimt, writ, abid, rid. In the preterite fome are 
likewife formed by a, as brake, fpake, bare, {bare, 
Jware, tare, ware, clave, gat, begat , forgat, and per- 
haps feme others, but more rarely. In the parti- 
ciple paffive are many of them formed by en, as 
taken, jhaken, forfaken, broken, fpoken, born, Jhorn, 
Jworn, torn, worn, woven, cloven, thriven, driven , rifen, 
f tte f ridden, chofen, trodden, gotten, begotten, forgot - 
ten, fodden. And many do likewife retain the analogy 

ln , , ’ a f waked, awaked , {beared, weaved, leaved, 

ab-ded , feet bed. 

4- Give, bid, fit, make in the preterite gave, bade, 
m both bid pSrtlClple P aflive > £ he ”> bidden, fitten ; but 

ft. ~ > 'n S' Ifow, throw, blow, crow like a cock, 

ma l‘ :e their preterite drew, knew, grew, 

ct « nfr C T’ fisw ] f™' l *y l their parti- 
,; P P // Ve Z drawn, known, fnown, grown, 
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Of Derivation. 

That the Englifh language may be more eafily ? 

iwceflary to enquire how us 4er.vat.ve words , an . 

prim.trves, and how the primitives ate borrowed ftom oJ er U 
iuages In this enquiry I fhall fometimes copy Dr. ^ 
fometimes endeavour to fupply his defers, and rectify his errours. 

Nouns are derived from verbs. 

The thing implied in the verb as done or produced, 
is commonly either the prefent of the verb ; as, to love, 
losses to fright, a fright ; to fight, a fight \ or tne pre- 
terite of the verb, as, to ftrike, I ftrick or ft rook, a ftroke. 

The adion is the fame with the participle prefent, as 

loving , frighting , fightings fir iking. 

The agent, or perfon ading, is denoted by the fyl- 
lable er added to the verb, as lover , frighter , ftriker. 

Subftantives, adjedives, and fometimes other parts 
of lpeech, are changed into verbs : in which cale the 
vowel is often lengthened, or the confonant foftened ; 
as, a houfe, td houfe ; brafs, to braze ; glafs, to glaze ; 
graft; to grazes price, to prize ; breath, to breathe ; a 
fiffi, to fijh s oyl, to oyl ; further, to further ; forv/ard, 

to forward ; hinder, to hinder. 

Somet mes the termination en is added, efpecially to 
adjectives ; as, hafte, to haften ; length, to lengthen ; 
ftrength to ftrengthens ffiort, io fhorten% faft, to f 'often ; 
white, to whitens black, to blackens hard, to hardens 
foft, to {often. 

From iubftantives are formed adjedives of plenty, by 
adding the termination y ; as, a loufe, loufy ; wealth, 
wealthy s health, healthy ; might, mighty ; worth, 
vsorthy ; wit, witty ; luft, lufty ; water, watery ; earth, 
earthy s wood, a wood, woody ; air, airy ; a heart, 
hearty ; a hand, handy. 

From fubftantives are formed adjedives of plenty, by 
adding the termination ful, denoting abundance ; as, 
joy, Joyful ; fruit, fruitfuls youth, youthful ; care, care- 
ful s ufe, ufeful ; delight, delightful ; plenty, plentiful ; 
help, helpful. 

Sometimes, in almoft the fame fenfe, but with fome 
kind of diminution thereof, the termination feme is 
added, denoting fomething , or in fome degree ; as, de- 
lightr, delight fome ; game, gamefome ; irk, irkfeme ; bur- 
den, burdenfome ; trouble, troublefome ; light, lightfome ; 
hand, handfome ; alone, lonefomes toil, toilfome. 

On the contrary, the termination lefs added to fub- 
ftantives, makes adjedives fignifying want ; as worth- 
lefs , wit lefs , hear tie fs , joy lefs, carelefs , helplefs. Thus 
cohl fort, comfortlefs s fap, faplifs. 

Privation or contrariety is very often denoted by the 
particle un prefixed to many adjedives, or in before 
words derived from the Latin ; as, pleafant, unpleafant ; 
wife, unwife ; profitable, unprofitable ; patient, impa- 
tient. Thus unworthy , unhealthy , unfruitful unufcful 
and many more. 

^ The original Englifh privative is un ; but as we often borrow from 
the Latin, or its delcendants, words already fignifying privation, as 
ir-cficnrioUs, impious , inJif creel, the infeparable particles un and in 
have fallen into confuiion, from whi&f it is noc eafy to difentanele 
them. 5 

Un is prefixed to all words originally Englifh, as untrue, untruth , 
untctuoht, unbandfotne. 

in is prefixed to all participles made priv tive adjedives, as un- 
feeling, unr.jfifiing, unaided, undelighted, unendeared 

Un ought never to be prefixed to a participle prefent, to mark a 

forbearance of adion, as unfit ghing • but a privation of habit, &s 
unpitying. 

(Un is prefixed to moll fubftantives which have an Englilh termina 
tian ’. 33 . un firtilenefs, unferfeclr.efs, which, if they have borrowed 
terminations, ta.te in or wi, as infertility, imperfection-, unci oil, in- 
civility ; uncidive , inactivity. 

In borrowing adjedives, if we receive them already compounded 

“ » u , fual ‘° ret f n the P artic *S PK&ied, as indecency, Lkglt, mtr,’. 
per.; but if we borrow tbe adjed.ve, and add the privatwe par .‘cle 
we commonly prefix un, as impolite , ungallant. * ' 

The prepoiitive particles iis and mis, derived from the 
des and mes of the French, fignify almoft the fame al un ■ 
yet rather imports contrariety than privation, fince if 
anlNvers to the Latin prepofition de. Mis infinuates 

the La e tin°wol J ll^ ^ TP rend ^ by 
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mifhap ; to take, to miftake deed, mtftedi t° 
mifufe ■, to employ, to m-femploy } to app.y, 

^ Words derived from Latin written with ie or iis re- 
tain the fame fignifkadon. as diJUnguijh, diftinguo ; de- 
trail, detraho ; defame, defamo ; detain, detineo. 

The termination ly added to fubftantives, and fome- 
times to adjectives,- forms adjedives that import fome 
kind of fimilitude or agreement, being formed by con- _ 
tradion of lick or like. 

A criant, giantly , giantlike ; eartn, earthly ; heaven, 
heavenly s world, worldly ; God, godly ; go°d, goody . 

The fame termination ly added to adjectives, toims 
adverbs of like fignifkadon ; as, beautiful, beautifully \ 
fweet, fweetlys that is, in a beautiful manners with fome 

degree of fweetnefs. . . 

The termination ifh added to adjedives, impoits di- 
minution ; and added to fubftantives, impoits fimid- 
tude or tendency to a charader; as, gieen, greemfb 5 
white, whit ifh ; foft, foftijh ; a thief, thievifh ; a wolf, 

wolvifh s a child, chtldifh. * # * 

We have forms of diminutives in fubftantives, thought 
not frequent; as, a hill, a hillocks a cock, a cockrels a 
pike, pickrel ; this is a French termination; a goofe, 
a gofling ; this is a German termination : a lamb, a 
lambkin ; a chick, a chicken ; a man, a manikin ; a pipe, 
a, pipkin ; and thus Halkin , whence the patronimick 
Hawkins , Wilkin , fhornkin , and others. 

Yet ftill there is another form of diminution among the Englifh, 
by lefifening the found itfclf, efpecially of vowels ; as there io a form 
of augmenting them by enlarging, or even lengthening it ; and tnat 
fomet mes not fo much by change of the letters, as of their pronun- 
ciation ; as, fup, fip, foop , fop , fippet, w'here, befides the extenuation 
of the vowel, there is added the French termination et ; top, tip ; 
fit, fpout -, babe, bab)\ booby, (3 u'itxk; great pronounced long, eipeci- 
ally if with a Wronger found, grea-t ; little pronounced long, lee-tie. ; 
ting , tang, tong , imports a lucceffion of fmaller and then greater 
founds ; atad fo in jingle , jangle, tingle, tangle, and many other mads 
words. 

Much hovsever of this is arbitrary and fanciful, depending wholly on 
oral utterance, and therefore fcarcely worthy the notice cf I'Vaiiis.- 

Of concrete adjedives are made abftrad fubftan- 
tives, by adding the termination nefs, and a few in 
hood or head , noting charader or qualities ; a% white, 
whitenefs ; hard, hardmfs ; great, great nefs ; fkilful, 
Jkilfulnefs , unfkilfulnefs ; godhead , manhood , maidenhead , 
widowhood , knighthood , priefthood , likelihood , falfehood . 

There are other abftrads, partly derived from ad- 
jedives, and partly from verbs, which are formed by 
the addition of the termination th, a fmall change be- 
ing fometimes made ; as, long, lengths fa ftrength ; 
broad, wide, breadth , width ; deep, depth ; true, truths 
warm, warmth ; dear, dearth ; flow, flowth ; merry, 
mirth ; heal, health ; well, weal, wealth ; dry, droughth \ 
young, youth ; and fo moon, month . 

Like thefe are fome words derived from verbs ; dy, 

death-, till, tilth ; grow, growths mow, later mowth * 

after mow' th ; commonly fpoken and written later math, 

after math ; fteal ,ftealths bear, birth ; rue, ruths and 

probably earth from to ear or plow ; fly, flight ; weigh,, 

weight ; fray, fright ; to draw, draught. 

% 

Thefe fhould rather be written flighth , frigbtb, only that cuftoni 
prevails, left b fhould be twice repeated. 

The fame form retain faith, fpight, wreathe, wrath , broth, froth , 
breath, footh , worth, light, wight, and the like, whofe primitives are 
eitner entirely obfolete, or feldom occur. Perhaps they are derived 
from fey or foy, fpry, wry, wreak, brew , mow, fry, bray, fay, work . 

Some ending in fieip imply an office, employment, 
or condition ; as, hngftjip , wardjhip , guardianfh.p, part- 
nerfimp, ftewardfhip headfhip , lordfhip . 

Thus worjhip, that is, worth/hip - whence wor/hipful, to wor- 
Jhip. 

Some few ending in dom, rick , wick , do efpecially de- 
note ^dominion, at leaft ftate or condition ; as kingdom , , 
dukedom , earldom , princedom , popedom , chriftendom , free- 
dom, wifdom , whoredom , bifhoprick , bailywick . 

Merit and age are plainly French terminations, and 
are of the fame import with us as among them, fcarcely 

ever occunng, except in words derived from the French, 
as commandment , ufage. 
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